Date: June 24, 2016

To: Port Authority of Allegheny County

From: Green the Fleet Coalition (members on Page 2)

Re: Greening Port Authority’s Fleet for Cleaner Air, Healthier Environment

Port Authority is vital to our region’s prosperity. It is a lifeline to opportunity for thousands of Allegheny
County’s residents. Transit can also dramatically reduce our carbon footprint, and make the
communities it serves healthier. Above all else, it can be the platform upon which the City of Pittsburgh
realizes its goal of halving its transportation emissions by 2030. This is vital not just to be a good global
citizen, but also to improve the health of our most vulnerable residents.

However, for our most vulnerable and transit-reliant communities, the vehicles they ride provide them
with one of the largest public health risks our region faces — poor air quality, especially in their very own
communities. Fixing this will be a daunting challenge, but we must. It will take all of us to get there. I'm
ready to help and that’s why | support this effort.

The Pittsburgh region has made significant strides, but we continue to have some of the dirtiest air in
the nation, and diesel emissions are a contributor. Diesel particulate matter poses one of the greatest
cancer risks from any toxic outdoor air pollutant in the region. In addition to causing cancer, diesel
emissions are also linked to asthma, heart attacks, strokes, reduced brain function, and diabetes.
Children are especially vulnerable as their bodies, including their lungs and brains, are still developing.
And, a great many of those who are most vulnerable also live in some of our region’s most transit-reliant
communities.

While Port Authority has made significant strides in the past 10 years, more can be done to reduce and
ultimately eliminate the damaging effects of diesel emissions. Port Authority can also be a key partner
in helping fulfill Pittsburgh’s COP21 stated goal of halving GHG emissions by 2030, and drastically
improve community health for our most vulnerable residents.

Those of us who are part of this Green the Fleet initiative ask the Port Authority to do the following:

e Make it a goal for the entire fleet of buses, trains, inclines, and support vehicles to be fossil fuel-free
by 2030;

e Replace any pre-2006 diesel buses — or engines — currently in revenue service as soon as possible,
focusing efforts on buses which mostly serve low-moderate income and elderly populations first;

e Expand Port Authority’s diesel hybrid fleet as a step towards becoming fossil fuel-free;

e Prepare for - and seek opportunities to transition to - electric buses and necessary supportive
infrastructure;

e Join the City of Pittsburgh and sign on to its 2030 emission reduction targets;

e Explore joining the City of Pittsburgh’s reverse energy auction program, whose fuel source blend
currently stands at 25% renewable;

e Actively pursue "No-Lo" federal grants, available under the new FAST Act, to purchase low- and
zero-emission vehicles and not compromise Port Authority’s current bus purchasing quantity goals;

e  Work with the local community to implement these changes.



We are not here just to demand change. We stand as community partners with Port Authority, the City
of Pittsburgh, and Allegheny County to change how transportation service is delivered in a way that not
only reduces our carbon footprint, but provides a better quality of life and health outcomes for those
most reliant upon this service. We applaud Port Authority’s signing on to the American Public
Transportation Sustainability Commitment and beginning to look at how it reduces its carbon footprint.
But more can be done. This coalition stands ready to help Port Authority be a cleaner, more attractive
transit operator — for itself, the communities who rely upon it, and our environment.

Sincerely,

We, the undersigned (as of June 23, 2016):

e Allegheny Group of Sierra Club e Pennsylvania Interfaith Impact Network

e Bike Pittsburgh e Pennsylvania Resources Council

e Citizens for Pennsylvania's Future e Pittsburgh Community Reinvestment Group
e Clean Air Council e Pittsburghers for Public Transit

e (Clean Water Action e Pittsburgh United

Fight Back Pittsburgh

Food and Water Watch

Group Against Smog and Pollution
GTECH Strategies

Lincoln Park Community Center
Moms Clean Air Force

Restaurant Opportunities Center
PennEnvironment

Penn Hills NAACP

SEIU Healthcare PA

SEIU 32BJ

Sustainable Pittsburgh

Three Rivers Rising Tide

UFCW Local 23

Unite Here Local 57

UrbanKind Institute

Women for a Healthy Environment
350 Pittsburgh



